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An Jntroductozy Epiſtle,” 


Ta my welbefove3 Friends called Quakers, who are lovers of 


Peace and Unity in our Lord Jeſus Chrift, Greetizg.. 


\ Oraſmuch,.u it hath pleaſed the Almighty Godin hu infinize Love and 
Kizdneſs, revealed in Feſus Chriſt our Lord, to make known unto 
wu (threugh him) the way of Life and Salvation; and by bu 

pawerſul Arm, to gather 1s out of the Defilements and Pollutions of this 
preſent World; tobe apecutiar people unto him in this our Day, Age 
and Gineration; it greatly behooves us all, who makg profeſſion of his 
blefſed Truth, to eye the. Lord, and have. a Aue regard vs his Light and. 
GYace, and the Counſel of his Spirit in all out inbreeding; for that it is. 
manifeſt, thas the witked and ungodly Spirit, that rules in the Ebildrew: of” 
diſobedience, doth not only labour to reproach us amongſt the people of the - 
World, but alſo is at work, among ſome of thoſe who have been reckon'd of 
5, whoſe watch (it'ſeems) has not been ſo duly kept, 44 that they have © 
been capable of diſcerning his ſubtsle Transformations; but have '{uffered | 
the howr of Temptation, and power of Darkneſs fo far t9 prevail aver * 
them, as that they will-19w joyn with Sions Adverjarits; and under the 
ſpetions preterice.of C hriftian freedom and Liberty, and of being left ro the 
Spirit within, would not on'y deſpiſe the care, exerciſe and concern of wr © 
Friends and Brethist.in the Church of Christ, for preſerving all things * 
ia that haly, clean, pure, decent and>ſentijied ſtate which becomes the 
He»fnold of Faith,and which.tends to Truth*s praiſe;and rhe repute thereef 
«-nong the Sons of men; but alſo let looſe the Eneniy at his witl and pleaſure, 
iinder this pretence of ſpiritual Liberty, ta lead ſuch as profeſs rhe Truth,inta 
indecent ,uncomely. and diſorderly pratttces,withot :my limit, cury,or re proof, * 
#4 ſo thcreby overihrow,or in a great meajure lay © fade che government ayd 
d:/cipline of the Loras Power and Spirit in and among hu peapfe, 

[ {Wneſtion net out many of you have beard df jhat. diforderly work. 
wich ſeveral Per ſons of the City of York hve maae'; who have ſtper a- | 
1e4 then;{elves from the publick Meetings of Friends, held for many year's 
in that City, inthe Meeting houſe ;, 3njomuch thay Friends at the Quarterly 
HMeeting( after diverſe Fxhort ations and Aamoniticns given unto the ſaid 
| poeple ) Jourdit a diity 11.combent wipo them, on the behat of ( od, 
1s Truth and People, to declare ana teſtifie agginſt John Cox, Edward 
Nightingale, Thomas Denniſon, avd Joba Winmard , "Thy Fire 
the gerfons privieipally concern'd 3, thc Jars ro % of fl rife end ſepers 107, at 
ee-unit rat ſpirit taat lea them. (Per eiito, and aljo gant the fegrho ikoxte 
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* abeticchen: therein > 4nd ſometime after the ſaid Paper of Pudgement; cor 
Teftimeny by Fiends groen againſt them; a Coppy thereof was extant in 

 Petns with the names of chef that ſubſcril*d it, and apretended anſwer 
annexcd therenugte. Who the Authour of that anſwer was they have not told 
xs, neituer ware ſo Ingenions as to ſubſeribe hu name to what he writ, al- 

. though he could take the liberty (or others for him) to publiſh ro the world 
above ſeventy names in print, ſuch dealing a1 that doth plainly beſpeakthem 
what they are,..ard what their deſign is, ſo that the Author (who ever he 
be ) does not ouly deſerve a ſharpe reproof for that thing, but even all thoſe 
who have endeavoured tojuſtific hizs therein. 

As for my part I bave been much excreiſed in heart ard ſpirit, concern- 
ing this matter of Seperation and Strife among them, inatruc aefere that 
this Breach might have been made mp, and the Differences. compoſed quietly, 
both. with rcſpetÞ to the Truths reputation, . and the Perſons concernd * and 
for that end have ſometimes uſed endeavours in- diſcourſe,” Private and 
Friendly with ſome of them, tn order to a reconcilement, but could not ob- 
tainit uponright terns, : | 

Tam ſorrythat I ſhould have any eccaſion towrit upen this acconnt, but y þ 
zt ſeems ut muſt ve ſo, unleſs 1 could be content, that not only my ſelf, but . 
alſo ſeveral other faithful Friends and Brethren ſhould lie under an unjuſt 
Cenſure , and be expoſed to the World a4 guilty of  Irreguler proceedings 
againft the per ſons here tamed, and of. condemning that which did no way 
appear tobe evil. Fe 

What as ts. here written, 1:5 not atty affeftation to be Popular, nor FM 
fall into Controverſie, ,but really for Conſcience ſake ; at a vindication of 
the proceedings of -Freinds, and to manifeſt and deteft ſome of the Miſtakes 
and Errors in the ſaid Anſwer z leſt thoſe who are weak, and unarquainted 

-with the work and deſign of that Spirit, ſhould be deceived with therr empty, 
. vain and ſpeciow Pretences, and ſo be brought back, again undey the = 
of Bondage. | | 

In the diſcharging of this my duty, Thave endeavoured as much a1] 
well could (in clearneſs) to avoid fharpneſs, for in bopes that this ſmall | 
Treatiſe may not be without its fervice, I would not block, up the way thereof | 
with ufing ſuch terms, as might in the leaſt beget any ſuſpition of heardneſs 
upon them, Chriftian Patience, Love, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Forbearance 
and Charity, have ſti had aplace with me in the exerciſe of my Spirit 
Teſtimony upon this account. 

So leaving the Iſſue to the Lord,whoſe divine preſence and bleſſed connſzl, 

T have felt to be with me in this undertaking; I remain your Chriſtian 
Friend. . (. M. 
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A Serious Examination of-a pretended An- 
fixer to a Paper of Judgment paſtat York: 


With a Reply thereto, 


Hat which the Author of the ſaid anſwer firſt undertakes to 

touch upon is the proceedings of Friends againſt F.E. E. N. 

T. D.and F.W. whether they be according unto Goſpel order 

or not, for after he has recited ſome paſſages in the faid paper of 

Judgement, He ſays, Thoſe are the grounds that are layd dewn toprove the 
procecdings Goſpel oratr. 

Reply, I conceive the Author cf the ſaid anſwer is either ignorant 
| of the great care, and many endeavours which Friends have had, and 

| uſed towards thoſe People, in admoniſhing, cautioning and adviſing 

| them, for a Reconcilement, or elſe he is mindful to make himſelf 
work, and to cavil at any he meets, if he had not been uuder tone 
of thefe circumſtances, he might have ſpared himſelf the pains of 
medling upon this point. 

He ſays, There are diverſe things might be alledged againſt the proceed- 
mes of Friends, but at that time ſhall only obſerve threes The firſt is, that 
the Fudgement was paſt at the ſame Meeting it was fir ft brought before them, 
and that it therefore appearut baſte. 

Keply, 'Wharthoſe Giverſe things arc he tells us not, therefore ſhall 
not take any further notice of them, being perſwaded if that he had 
any thing materal{or to his purpci- he would not have omitted it. As 
for the Judgement being palt at the ſame Meeting, it is well known 
that they lad kept up their ſeparate Meeting ſeveral months before 
tliat Tcltimony was given gutagainſt then, and that they were 'fre- 
quently dealt with, and acmeriſh: during that time, to'break up 
ticir ſcparate Meeting, whici: they would not do. ; 

Again, they were dealt with iy order of the month Meeting, anda 
paper of caution aud adviic vas fent them from thence, ſhewing: a 
Giilike of thework of feparation tiey were gone Into, and tte dtfor- 
derly attcimps uſed amore them relaiing . ta the f:me.- An aniwer 
whereuito they precendud were, wherein they, were (a far from de- 
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mMonfiratins any-real ſorrow and contrition, for what they had done, 
that they ſeem'd to juſtifie themſelves, and to reflect againft Friends. 

And aftor their.Caſe was (by the zgrgcment of the Monthly Mcet- 
ing) preſented to the Quarterly Meeting ( as a demonſtration Ott 
Regulatiry of: proceedings in-that caſe ;:a5allc ot that Chriſtian care 
and ferbearence had towards theſe People for their Reitoration ) there 
was care tobe taken fe; 4utnc. perſons to go to ſpeak to them, and 
give theman eccyuine what information was given azainſt them, ſo 
that thezeby , they haul an opportuniry offerr'd to appear at the ſaid 
Meeting, .commake their defence, witich they did not. - 

They were alſo admoniſht to break up their ſeparate Meeting, and 
callin thoſe: Papers they had wricten and given out againtt Friends, 
and the order of Truth, and condemm-their out-goings and errors in 
thoſe.reſpects (with ſome orher things difcouried on tothis purpoſe) 
all- which they did not only refuſe to do, but ſome of them endea- 
youred by their diſcourſe to Juſtife themſelves in whit they had 
done, and to charge the Quarterly Meeting with Apolitacy, Innova» 
tion, and ſeveral other things. | 

And after the Perſons thus concern'd gave a report to the Mceting 
what anſwers they had obtain'd ; .there was again care taken for {ome 
Perſons to ſpeak to them a ſecond'time from the Meeting, and to cau- 
tionand admoniſh them as before, which was accordingly: done; buy 
ſtill they continued vindicating their ſaid work of Strife and Separa- 
aion, and did not in the leaſt demonſtrate any manner of Sorrow, 
Trouble, Remorlſe or Penitency for what they had done; ſo that 
after much Tendernefs, Chriſtian care, Forbearance, and Friendly 


 endeayours had and uſed towards them, and after they were ſeveral 


times Caution and Admonitſht, as is before ſet forth: Friends at the 
aforeſaid Meeting, did with much deliberation proceed in Truth?s 
Anthority to Teſtifie againſt them, the Spirit they were ated by , 
and the Works thereof among them. 

By all which the Reader may obſerve that there was nat in theſe 
proceedings the leaft appearance of haſte (as the Auther would ſeenz 
toalledge) nor yet of any other Irregularity; therefore his expeRa- 
gions upon thoſe accounts were very cauſeleſs and nnneceſlary. 

His lecond obſervation is, That many of the Meeting diſſented from 
paſſing that ? ndgement, at leaſt at that time ;, by wbich (he ſays) it ſeems 
to be Arbitrary and Wilful. 

Reply, Although *cis poſſible there might be ſome Perſons there 

| - that 
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that did not ſubſcribe. yet it doesnot therefore follow, but that they 
might be one in Judgement with the reſt (as ſome ſince that time have 
given an account themſelyes) andif there were any ſuch as did really 
diſſent, yet ſuch migit be the nature of their diſſenting, ascould no 
way invalidate the Teftimonyof Friends abiding in the Truth nor 
yet any way render the Judgement there given tobe Arbitrary. or 
Wilful for *tis probable there might be then and there preſent ſome 
Perſon ; who had aſlociated them{clves with thoſe People proceeded 
againſt, and that did abett and encourage them -in-that work which 
was for Condemnation, ſo that the Teſtimony given forth,. and the 
Judgment paſled, did extend to them, as well as thoſe principally 
concern'd;and tho they did diſſest from joyning in Teſtimony again& 
themſelves in thoſe caſes, yet for all that, Friends might in the witdom 
of God, proceed in-giving forth their Teſtimony for the Truth, as 


aforeſaid. | 
He ſays, /:s where the Church agrees, and not where it dath not agree, 


that her Aits can be ſuppoſed according te Goſpel order. 

Reply, What he means by Church here is to be conſidered; if he 
means that no A thall pals inan Allembly, which ſhall any way bs 
ſuppoſed good, and conſiſtant witt Goſpet order, unleſs every par- 
ticular perſon there preſent do declare their:condeſcenfion and agree- 
ment thereunto, I cannot own his Judgment therein, for then it will 
*ollow, that if one or more turbulent, i1]-dilpoſed and contentious Per- 
ons do intrude themſelves defignedly: tro make ObjeRions, and raiſe 
a2 Scruples, and Jangles, there ſhall ſcarce any thing be brought to.a 
period : Nay further, I conceive that if any perion be there who pre- 
t:nds to repreſenta Monthly Meetings and he {allto be ſingular in his 
Judgment, and in aSpiritof Variance and Diſcord, be known to 
abetrt that which is ro be Teſtified- againſt, and openly retuſe to con- 
AYeſccrg unto fuck thin's, 2s the reſt there met ſhall in the wiſdom of 
'Zod fc Neceifsry aid Convenient ; {xch Perſon fo going out of the 
anicy and feligwthip cf thee Life and Spirit, in and by which the reſt 
of the Members ere attcd; in their Excerciſe and Service for. God and 
his Truth, oth accnally ſplic and diiunite 1i:::felf from che Church 
or. Body, and makes himfeJi notrue Memiter chereof by his own act; 
{o that aiter he be dealt with in a Chriitian manner, by way of cauti-- 
on, admonition and adviſe, and yer itil continue in hi> work of op- 
poſition and diffcnſion ; ſuch perſon under. thoſe Circumflances and 


Qualifications, ought not vo be any hinderance. AO 
0 


| (8) 

i of the reſt who abidein that which is good ; nor yet 1s the a6tof the 

| reſt/ſorightly Qualified) any way Invalid,or out of the Goſpel order 

l! by reaſon of ſich perſon diſſenting, or not agreeing thereto, when as 
nothing is offered nor done, but what as ( upon due Conltderation ) 
is conſonant and agrecable to Trhth,and the Teftimeny thereof inand | 
amongſt the People of God. | 

Thus {then 2ltho there might poſſibly be ſome perſons preſent at 
that Meeting, under theſe, or tome of theſe Circumſtances, or Qualift- 
cations abovementioned, & that might pretend to Chriſtian Freedom, 
er Spiritual Liberty , tobe Men:bers of the Church, or choſen or 
ſent by a Monthly Meeting; yet if they do thus 2Ctually diſ-unite | 
themſelves from the Body, by departing from the Spirit, Power and 
Life, in and by which the true Church is Gathered, Ated and Pre- 
ſerved , and by joyning unto that which is Evil and Corrupt; all 
ehcir pretences to Chriſtian Liberty, or of being choſen or ſent from 
2 Monthly Meeting, and not condeſcending to this, or that, cannot 
reſtore them into the Unity of the true 'F1rit, reſcue thein from the 
Judgment of Truth, nor make void or dilannul that whichin the 
Wiſdom and Connſel of God is conciuded and agreed npon in the 

Church of Chriſt ; ſo that the diſlentiizg of ſuch people (under theſe 
Qualifications) makes no diſagreement in the Church of Chriſt: tut 
ſhe remains entire in that univerſal Spiritwherein ſhe is ſtill rer.dered 

.capable of ating for God, the exaltation of his Truth, and tuecom- 
fort of his Pcople. 

Thirdly, he ſays, That they principally coneern'd on the vtherſide , 
who by their oppoſitzon kept on foot this Difference, till it came to this height 
of Diſ- unity,are firſt 2nd emment in bringing about this Tudgment, and that 
rhey are therefore 31 the nature of Witneſſes for themſelves, and Judges in 
their own Cauſes. 

Reply, Who they are thatare ſo principally concern'd he tells ns not, 
tho he charges them with oppoſition, and keeping on foot this Dif- 
ference; | neither does he giveany account v hat it is they haye. oppo- 

ſed therefore in this retp:C& he ſpeaks or writes at random. It cre- 

if tainly behoves us all to oppoic that Spirit that leads into [2:ford, 

Diſorder and Confuſion; if this be that which they have opp:ftd ( as 

nothing to the contrary is yet manite? )- then it was not thoſe {{ ſop- 
poſe ) he means of that kept, the Difference on foot, Lut rather 
thoſe are guilty of- thatiCriie, whom thetail Author is contendis.o 
for; where perſons are Criminal, it !s aottihole who tellifie againtt 
: luck 
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iuch Favlts, that are the oppoſers ( in this ſence ) or that keep the 
CiFerence on foot 3 but rather thoſe who are faulty, and go about ts 
Vircicats 23d Juſtihe themlelves in ſuch things. But that which the 
£ ther would make out is this, becauſe-he ſuppoſes there were ſome 
perſons prixcipally concern'd, and eminent in bringing about this 
Tudgment; therefore they are rather to be accounted Parties,then to 
be allow*d either as Witnefles for themſelves, or Judges in their own 
Cauſes ; unto this I ſay, that the Anthor is miſtaken again in this caſe, 
for if there had been any ſuch, and that it had been their own cauſe, 
in reſpe& of ſome difference about meam and taum, then I confeſs his 
obſervation had been more fe2zablez But in this caſe it is not fo, for 
it being Gods cauſe that Friends were-concerned about, in Feſtifying 
- againſt adiſſenting and dividing Spirit, and the work and attemps 
thereof unto Strife and Contention in the Church of God, as appears 
by the ſaid Teſtimony, as alſo by the produ& of that Spirit ſo Teſti- 
fied againſt z in this caſe it is the Lord alone, by the Teſtimony and 
Authority of his own Spirit and Power in- and amonghis people, 
| being gathered together in his Name and Fear, that doth bear witneſs - 
and give Judgment againſt that which is evil. Therefore thoſe per- 
ſons concern'd in giving out that Teſtimony, or Paper of Judgment: 
on the behalf of God and his Truth, cannot in any tolerable ſuppo- 
ſition be eſteem'd (inthis caſe) either in the natureof Witneſles for 
themſelyes, or Judges in their own Cauſes. 

Againgzthe Author ſays, They are charg'd with being of a Diſſenting and 
Dividing Spirit promoting Strife and Trouble, without particularizing 
what they Diſſent from, or thoſe Falls frem whence Strife ariſeth. 

Reply, If the Author know not what is meant by theſe expreſfions I 
ſhall tell him,that inaſmuch as they are charg'd to be of a Dillenting,& 
Dividing Spirit, it is to be underſtood that they are diſſented and 
gone out of the Fellowſhip and Union of that eternal Spirit and Pow- 
er, by which the true Church is gather'd, into a holy Society to the 
Praiſc and Glory of God, and mutual Comfort one of another ; and 
ſo being gone from this holy Foundation, and being leaven'd with a 
Spirit of Difſention and Diviſion, do thereby promote Strife and 
Trouble. 

Now the Author ſays, That every Striving is not evil : whichI grant 
for that we are exhorted to ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, Luke 
13. 24. which ſortof firife I could defire the ſaid Authour, and thoſe 


perſons he is pleading for, might be found in, But alas ! . this is not 
C that 
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Fat (i fear) whicir they ore ſtriving for,they are rather wreſtling ta 
have the Gate wider then Truth wii] allow them, and when they come: 
tobe pincht in their paſſage, they make a retreat, or ſtart alide, and 
cry out of Limitations; Orders and Reſtri*tions. 

Now ſince public; eppolitions do ſeldom want ſpecious pretences, 
and 2s in. this caſe their pretence was Spiricual Liberty ; according to 
the exhortation of the Apoſtle Fon, Chap. 4 1. Believe not every Spi- 
rit, but try the Spirits whether they be of God. It behooved the Church 
of Chriſt (abiding in that which can diſcern Spirits} to try this Spt- 
rit, that cryed out for all this Liberty, whether it were of G':d or no, 
and it being found upon tryal that theſe people were (in tome deprece) 

_ - &eparted-from the Croſs of Chriſt, and diſſented from the Spirit of 
» #©04d; anditsproductin and amongſt his people; theretore we can- 
' -not reaſonable conclude any otherwiſe, bur that the Strife and Tron- 
+ = =" by them, iscertainly Evil, and conſequently Condem- 
nable. | 

The next thing is Separation, He alledges,That they are Charg*d with 
4 ſeparate Meeting in their private Houſes, and yet (he ſays) there doth 
not appear any evil, this ſimply conſider?d, for having Meetings in private 
Houſes, cannot be evil, except thoſe that ſo meet elſewhere be evil, and if the 
Meeting be not evil, the ſeparation from the publick Honſe cannot be evil ; 
thus (lays he) according to the Letter of this great Charge,there appears 
no evil fixed. £ | 

Reply, He miſtakes the caſe 2gain;tor the Charge is not ſimply their 
meeting at private Houies, but that they fo meet in adiflenting and 
dividing Spirit,in thediſunton,out of the unity of that Life,Spirit and 
Power which only makes our meetings Good and Serviceable;. for if 
the ſertling and eſtablifhing of publick Meetings. in the unity of 
the Spirit of Truth,hath been approved and allowed of in the Church 
of Chriſt to be goodz then for ſuch as have been reputed Members of 
{ach meetings, to ſeparate themſelves from the reſt in a dillenting 2nd 
dividing Spirit, and meet in other places ont of the unity of 'the Snj- 'E 
ct of Truth, and without the approbation of the Chnrcivof Chriſt, y 
is.certainly ev; but the firſt 1s true, and the perſons procceged k 
againſt, being as appears guilty of the latter, have commirred evil in 
that reſpect; therefore according to the Letter of the Charge, there 

!} 35 aney:1 fixed, and (notwithſtanding, what as the faid Anthor ys 
the-contrary) to Judg and Condemn that evil, in the name cf God, 
doth, and willcertainly anſwer Truths Teſtimony. 
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He ſays, That Friends have neither conſiders the effefts as they lay 
embodied in their Cauſes, that ſo the evil pretended might have buen pre- 
vented nor yet the cauſe when the effect is manifeſt, alledging, that placing 
Fudgment npon the eff eft, without due conſideration to the Cauſ”, is more like 
to foment and animate Diviſion, then reſtore the path of Peace and Truth 
to diwellin.  _ | 
Reply, As for the effefts they were not only conſider'd, as they lay 
embodied in their cauſes, but alſo the cauſe was (and is ſtill)ſeen as the 
effeft is manifelt ; the caule originally was,their departure and going” 
from under the government and guidance of the Spirit of Truth in 
themſelves, and the fellowſhip thereof among the Brethren, and ' 
joyning with a Stiff, Reſtleſs, Diſſenting, and Diſquiet Spirit, which 
was the cauſe of this Separation ; and as the effe&t was fear'd, as it. 
lay embodied in the caule, fo itis in part manifeſt in this work of 
Strife and Separation tranſaged among them z nor was the Judgment ' 
only plac'd upon theette, but the faid cauſe was alſo conlider*d,as in 
the ſaid Paper of Judgement dothappear ; and tho Friends could not ' 
take away that cauſe, inaſmuch as it aroſe and lay on their part ( oa 
the other hand ) in going from that which was good, ard the guid- 
ance and government thereof in themſelves, and in loyning with 
that which is wrong ; yet as the cauſe was diſcovered, and the effec: ' 
alſo, they were in a friendly way caution'd and admoniiht unto a 
ceſſation of the effedt, which-could nor otherwiſe be, butby taking ' 
away the cauſe ; but lince they have notas yet (in the Authors own 
termes) aQed the part of prudent Statifts, nor of wiſe Phyſitians, in” 
takinzaway the cauſe z I conceive. it not amils,by theſe lines,to adviſe: 
them thereto, that fo the eifect way ceaſe, and that they may no. 
lorger foiment nor animate viſions, but be reſtored into the path of” 
Peace and Truth, there to dwell and abide with the reſt of the Lords 
People. : : 

He ſays, They do alledve fc veral acc.rſtons of cffence,ouly ſhall conſider, oz” 
ftand upon that about Marriages, it being, or at leaſt appearing the principal 
of ”att, by bringing theſe preſent Differences upon the jublich, Stape, for if 
(lays he) Your Fudgment be wrovg there, it is wrong 18 all, | 

Reply, When as peopic are Leparted from under the government of 
tie Truth in themſelves, what 1s 1t that they will note offended {19% 
that any way Pinches or Curvs that Spirit that would be abroad, 
running into things that are Indecent and Diforderly ? what Co they - 
rind in that Teſtimony, given out by Friends, abour fecond or latter 
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:- Marriges,that allows any liberty to that which is Evil,or limits that 


which is Good ? it was the care and concern of Friends, for avoiding 
the Scandal or Reproach that might be caſt upon the Truth, through 
he haſty and froward proceedings of Widdowers and Widdows.1n 
the caſe of Marrying again ſuddenly after the death of their former 
Wife or Husband, to give their Sence and Judgment in that matter 
and this is that it ſeems. which ſome of them pretend to be offended 
at, and althothe ſaid Author be pleas'd to aſſign this as appearing to 
be the principal of all, by bringing thele preſent Differences upon 
tie publick Stage; yet there are ſeveral other things which they 
2lledge, and pretend as caules or reaſons of their Separation, which 
things they have ſer forth in writing, under (ix ſeveral. heads, wherein 


. is contain'd ſeveral ſmiting Queries, -Reproaches and implicit 


Charges upon the Church of Chrilit, andthe Gare, Excerciſe, Con- 
cern and Pragice of the Members thereof in the fearand wiſdom of 
Go1 upon ſeveral accounts ; which faid Allegations of theirs haye 
been (and ill may be) anſwer?d, and the care, excerciſe and prai- 
ces of Friends cleared and vindicated, as being conſiſtant with Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, and agreable to the. Rule, Order apd Diſcipline 
of the Goſpel. | 
But fince they make ſuch a great Clamour againſt -the- ſence of 
Friends is this matter of Marriage, as though it was extraordinar 
Noiſome, and Offenliveto Chriſtian Liberty; for the.-ſake of thoſe 
who are tender in Heart and Spirit, and delizht to dwell under the 
the excerciſe of Gods grace, and to be ſubjeR to the guidance thereof 
in themſelves, and yet do not fuliy underſtand what this order nor the 


- tendency of it is, which they thus {2ak of, andalledge againſt, I hold 


it not amiſs to tranſcribe it over, and infert it here, and leave. it to 
the conſideration of ſerious, weignty and well compoſed Minds and 


.. Spirits. 


Dear Friends and Brethren, 
JT Oraſmuch as York Month Meeting, have this day laidbefore us the 
caſe of ſuch as having been Married, doin a very ſhort time after 
Burial of their Wife or Husband go about to Marry again, which thing 
they cannot own, tior have unity with, ont for their further confirmation have 
frenified their deſire, that Friends at this Meeving, would alſo give their 
Sence and Fudgment with them concerning the ſame. | 
Wherenpon,we having weighed the matteryin the ſence of Gods holy fear do 
EET | | herely 


_ | (13 
hereby declare aud fignifie to all, that Lang may be concerr'd therein, that 
it it our Sence and Fudg ment, that ſuch a4 having baried Hucband or Wife, 
ard go about ima haſty mind to marry again in rwelve-months or under, after 
che burial of ſuch former Wife'or Huband, 44 aforeſaid; they go out of the 
divine order of Cotts holy, precious and unſpoted Trath, into that which is of 
an ill ſavqur, and 'badreport, and 'tewds: not only to the diſhonour of them- 
ſelves, but to the- grief of Gods. People, and grves cecaſion of ſlumbling to 
the weak, and opens the meaths of ſuch- as watch for evil, to ſpeak, exrl 
ArAinſt wu. ; | 
Wherefore we do hereby exhort all Friends that profeſs the prectous Truth, 
and themſcluesto be Members of: the Body and Church of Chrift Fefus, ta 
watch unto that hily Spirit, that preſerves out of all ſuch things, that their 
Mcderaticn, Chaſtity of mind, and. Self- denial may be' known unto all men, 
and that it may be manifeſt that'we are of them that beat dewn the Bedy, 
and keep it in fubjetton, by a daily walking in that whtch msrtifies the Fleſh 
with the Aﬀcttions ind Luſfs thereof, ſo that zone of «s that profeſ} the 
precious Truth, may belead away into ſuch haſty, drſhonourable and unſea- 
{ nable Marriages, whith aye net only diſonnd. and denyed by Friends, bet 
alſo diſemn"d and condempid by cther ſober-moderats People, both in onr 
Age, andin Ares and Geyferations paſs. . PETS 
And we do alſo exhort All fav:hful Friends tn therr-ſeverad and reſpettive 
Aunthly Mertings, to wate'over the weak, that if any be tenipred witl- ſuch 
things, thy may labour to Þelp them outwof that ſnare, and to encourage 
one another in the Spirit of Love and Peace, to follow after thoſe things that 
are holy,and of goed report, tengirg ro Gods glorv,the propag.ition of his un- 
ſpotted Truth, and the cdification ard comfort of his People ; in whicl. his 
bleſſing hath been, and is ſtill with ws, and we hupe mihremanmn and atide 
with you and us. for ever. SO 
From the Quarterly Mecting at York, Þ 
the 234. of the 10th, Month 1680. 


T” Hus, Rea'er, thon'mayſt ſee what it is theſe People pretend tobe 

 effendedar, crying out of 'an Order, Limitation and Reſtricti- 

on;..1 would have them yer again to conſider what it is that they ap= 

preher:d to be Þereby limited 'or reRtain'd 3. if there be any thing 
Iimittcd, it is the haſty mind, according tothe teror of the words as 
they lye, for that there isnot only thetimeof twelve months men- 
tioned, but alſo the qualification of the mird, which ſeems totake 
away all ſeruplesin the cafe, unleſs they will argue that it is lawful for 
D perſons 
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(14) | 
perſons profefſing the Truth oy Faith of Chriſt, to marry in hafte'; 
which I preſume not, for what isdone in the haſte, is done out of faith; 
becauſe he that believes makes not haſte, and if itbe done out of the 
faith it is wrong, for whag is not of faith is fin, and what is ſinful 
Is certainly eyil,. and ſo ought: to be declared and teſtified againſt. 
As-fot the time of twelve months 1t might. ſeem to be little enough. 


for forbearance in thoſe caſes, conſidering the reaſons. that may be 


alledged for it.. 

iſt, That entire love, unity, nearneſs, and: reſpeR- which ought . 
tobe betwixt Man and Wife whilſt they live together in this World, 
metkinks. ſhonld have that impreftion and weight upon the Spirit and 
Ming of the Surviver, when death ſeparates them; that it might (in - 
a manner) claim ſome reaſonable forbearance, and coniiderable time, 
before. the love and reſpect to the deceaſed, and the memory thereof 
ſhall on fo far extingeiſht, as to ſuffer the affections 3o go yur to marry 
another. 

24ly, Common Reaſon and Nature it ſelf, might {cem to 5>lige a 
Woman to forbear Nine Months at leaſt after the deceate of tier Hus- 
band, becauſe it may ſohappen, and i probable that witiita that time 
after his deceaſe, ſhe may. have Ifſye belonging tohim ; nd if fe 
ſhould marry again very ſhertly after the deceaſe of her forr:cr Hus- 
band, fuch a marriage might be of anill conſequence ſeveral war's: . 
One inſtance thereof is, that the Iſſne of the former Husband, might - 
be not only depriv'd of the.Inheritance of its own Father, on th'one 
hand ; but alfo on the other hand excluded. as illegitimate. | 

3dly, The ancient- Inhabitants of this Nation have formerly had 
fuch a diſlike unto the ations of ſuch as proceeded laltily tro marry -- 
again, after the deceaſe.of their former Wifes or Husbands; that - 
they have declared, and left it.upon record, that thoſe who married a 
Wife within a Year after the death of their former Wifes, and thoſe 


who ſuffer *dthemſelves to. be married within a Year after the death 


of their firſt Husbands,: ſhould be eſteemed Infamons Perſons, and + | 
puniſhed with corporal puniſhments accordingly, 4ndrew Horn, Mir, 
Fuſt. Chap. 4- Sect. 13. .. 


v3 


4thly,. It is well known and c9ſerv'd that the common ſort of: Peo- 
ple now in our age, thatare- indifferent ſober and c1ſcreet, tho they - 
be not-:conyinced. of that Trath, which we make profeſſion of, yet 
they are ready todiſown and condemn the aftions of ſuch as proceed 


yery-beſtily upon, theſe. 3ccounts, in marrying again ſuddenly after -. 
ho RE thes.... 
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ſuch perſons as very forgetful and wnmindful of the lately deceaſed 
Wife or Husband, and to be very unbridPd'in their affetions, in run- 
ning out ſuddenly to marry again, eſteeming ſack forward- work ra- 


ther as a Vice, then a Vertue... 
5thly, Since It is manifeſt that not only the yery nature and-ſtate of 


marriage, and that love, nearneſs and 
twixt Husband and- Wite whilſt they together. in this World ; 
but alſo common Reaſon, and- Nature iWelf, the !aw- of the Nation, 
and the general vogue and reſult of the common ſort of People, doin 
2 great meaſure claim (even-in modeſtly )' a confiderable time of for- 
bearance for - V/idowers and Widows, after the deceaſeoſ their 
former Husbands and. Wives, beforethey- marry again 3 certainly 
thoſe-who pretend to 2 higher diſpeniation of Light and Truth then 


many others, ought to publiſh aud demonſtrate the ſame unto the- 


World, in more--holy, pious and- lelf-denyirg examples of Tempe- 
rances,: Chaſtity and-Vertue, and not to expole themſelves to the 
Mockery, Scorn-and- Cenſure of the World, by pleading for, -and 
Tunning-into ſuch indecent, diſorderly and uncomly praQtices as are 


not only diſown'd and denied by Friends, but even by the common -- 


fort of People. 


6thly, As Morality it ſelf doth forbid ſuch praCtices ay are of ah i11 - 


conſequence, indecent, diſorderly, and of evil report, much more 


doth. Chriſtianity; for tho Morality has a ſhare in ChriRtianicy, 'yer - - 
Chriſtianity doth mightily out-ſtrip it; the very foundation of - Chri- -* 


ſlianity ſtands in a divine principle of Faith and Self-denial, the Do- - 
Ctrine of Mortification, -Santtification, Self-denial, Temperance; and 


Chaftity, with other Chriſtian Vertves clearly held forth in the evi-. « 
dence of the Spirit, and.1n a godly Conrveriation, 1s that which will - - 


certzinly.add to its fame and repute in the World, and cauſc it to 
22inground inthe tearts of the $5ns and Daughters of men. - - 


LefHys Since, for the reaſans aforement oned, 1t behoves and ise. * 


coming Widowers to forbare a coniiderable time before they marry 


again,eſpecially thote who make profeſſion of the pure and chaſt truth -- 


of eur God, 1 ſee nocaule that any have to be otitended at Friends for 
declaring that twelve montis tiwe 1s ittt!c enongi for forvearance in 


thoſe caſes, much leſs ſeeing the qualiycation of the mii d t5 effor red, 


35 well as the time of twelve months; nay further 13 Meckneſs, Ao- 
deration and Chriltid Charity. (and | hope without. oftence)--4 may 
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thedeceaſe of former Wife or Husband, and do frequently reprehend 


ſpet, whichought to bebe. - 
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(16) | 
- tenderly propoſe it, by way of query untoall ſober, ſeriousand im? 
partial minds and ſpirits, whether, for the reaſons afor-ementioned, it 
may not ſtand with Chrifian prudence, for -Widows and Wi- 
dowers to forbear the time aforeſaid, before they marry again ; and if 
- #ny who profeſs.the Truth, do go about to marry {ooner, - whether 
it may be of an ill conſequence, an:occaſion of ſcandal and reproach 
upon the Truth, .and in ſome reſpeas a demonſtration -of- a haſty 
- mind or-nor. SE 
. I know foineznay ol1jeR and ſay, that-people may proceed in a haſty 
ind after tvielve months as well as before, which I'grant, but how- 
ever, - if-there be .a-forbearance ſo long,:.we may preſume that the 
-- Scandal and Renroach among men. of a ſudden marrying, again,. as 
alſo the ill conſequences thereof- are prevented, for which cauſe and 
end vhe ſaid. Teftimony vas (in agreat meaſure) given forth, and 
yet ſtil.ir reſts with Friendsat their monthly Meeting to judge with 
the Spirit of God of that haſte after the twelve months, as'the ſame 
appeares before them ? oy 
. And futther,it is probable ſome may pretend divine motion to mars» 
- ry again within the aforeſaid time, unto ſich .I have this to ſay, tha 
- aS it behoves them to he very careful- what, theypretend toin ſuch ca- 
ſas, ſo1-would adviſe them to conſider howany Teſtimony.ſhall ariſe 
' fer God and his Truth in ſuch ſucden proceedings, for it. any ſhall 
pretend motion vnto that, .the doing whereof may probsbly bea 
: fcandalto the Truth, and reproach upon the profeſfors thereof; and 
on the other.hand, no Teſtimony for God and his Truth, being ſeen 
(er likly)-to appear therein, or ariſe from the ſame, whether ſuch 
motions and pretences do look very ſuſpicious or not? TI only pro- 
pound this alſo to be conſidercd, -2nd if any beſo tender inthis reſpect 
that they would not be toucht upon thispoint.l leave thenrto the Lord, 
deſiring that all may be loving, tender and reſpeftiveunto ſuch as 
-ppear in meeknelſs to be under a conſcientious excercile in theſe re- 
fpects, ard that ſuch de [tood near nnto in counſel, adviſe and 2dmo- 
r.ition, that forthe [irong. may take the weak by the hand, and hep 
them on the way as much as caa be, for aSItis not my intent, nor the 
intent of Geds peopleto bind .or limit the motion of Truth in any, 
nor to unpole upoi any beyond their Chriſtian fredom, ſo I would 
larzeall to be carcty}, not forwardly to op; ofe, contradit or ditnrl 
Friends tn their Chriltian excerciie and care In endeayonring to Pre- 
£n4 toch proceedings as appear to ve hatty, incecent, diforderly and 


of 


| Or. | 
of an'i!l report, and if ſo bethat any (notwithſtanding the tare and 
adviſe of Friends) will goon, and under apretence of the Spirits - 
motion do ſuch things as the Lord by his Spiritin and amongſt his peo- 
ple will not own, nor ſtand by, fuch mult be content to allow the 
Teſtimony and Judgment of Truth, in and amongit Gods people, to 
procced and pals againtt that which is evil,and of ill report. but fince 

- We are Come - tO ticatof divine motion, in this caſe, | have yet ſome 
thing furiher roofter upon this account, defore I paſs it. 

Supp ole that Friends being mct together > in the Name and Fear of 
God, ivould rave a neceſſity laid upon them from the Lord, todeclare 
ard ho1d forth ſeveral - matters and things, neceſlary and convenient 
to be obſerv'd aud dore by ſuch as proteis the Truth of our Ged, and 
arc reptied Members of the ſame body, and amonglt the relt, this caſe 
of 1 a;iizge (10 tcrupPd at) might be propounded, and others not 
ſceing it their Guty and place to obſerve what was fe holden forth, 
do forthwich fall on co oppoſition, with loud clamours againſt ſuch 
things; I ask, whoarethe Impoſers in this caſe ? I conceive them to 
£c be the Impoſers that oppoſe,and would reſtrain them, on whom the 
L<:d has laid fuch a neceſfity, from their Chriftian Liberty, in de- 
claring what tlicy have received from the Lord, and exhorting to the 
obſervation thereof. | | 

And as foi thoſe who ſee it not their duty to obſerve thoſe things, 
thol am quite againſt arrimplicii Faith,and blind Obedience, yer ſuck . 
ſhould be careful not torwardly to oppoſe that which others in the fear 
of Ged, find a neceflity fromthe Lori to hold forth unto them, and 
exhort them to the praCtice of, ur. 1c 's ſuch Gppoſers will conclude that 
the Lord has already declared unru them his whole Councel and 
Will 

1: is more ſafe for ſuch perſons which do not ſee or apprehend ſuch 
thirgs, f{erioully to conlider whether tc. 4''ic of their nur tecing be 
in th:mielves orno; it'it be their own *4ilt, in not walkn inthe 
Light (wherein they may lee) nor #1: NnuIrg to the voice a: d conncel 
of the Spirit of Truth in themiet; ©, then rhe want of 4ght vpon 
'£::is account {hall rot excuſe rhem; fo: ii 1. would, how ſafe were they 
£ at are ſpi:ituaily blind, and harde:is thei” rear rs againſt vhatſoever 
t zy have not a mind to ſubmit to, tor.rt'o a fightle!s S1bmiion, and 
blind Ohcdience, is no way acceptable iv Gnd, vet 10 man- :indneſs 
(where it is his own fault) ſhall exc''{e him for difoteying God 3 
where any refuſe to ſubmit to the Indgment of Truth amongit Gods 

E people, 


People, .and.do, contradift and oppoſe the ſamejn' a contentious and 
difſenting Spirit, the diſobedience of ſuch is not unto men, but unto 
Gad ;. the Apoſtle Pan! exhorted the Phzl:ppians, Chap: 2. 3. That 
rothing ſhould be. done through firife, or vain glory, but with lowlineſs of 
mind, let each efteem others better then themſelves. Again, Phil. 3. 15. Lee 
us therefore, as many as be prrfeft, be thus minded; and if in any thing ye 
be otherwiſe minded God ſhall reveal even this unto you. This was the 
method which the Apoſtle propounded, if any were otherwiſe mind- 
ed, not to ſiriveoppole and make Rents and Schiſms ; but ro wait 
quietly upon the Lord until he was pleas'd to manifeſt and reveal ſoch 
things; and indeed,if ſuch would but be content to wait upon God inf 
that lowly frame of mind whick receives,and anſwers the mind of the 
Spirit, of God. in.themielves, they would receive an underſtanding 
with therelſt of their Brethreu,& have unity. with the mind of the ſame 
Spiritin another, foraſmuch as the ſawe piwer and vertue that ariſeth 
from the meaſure of the Spirit of Truch 1n 0:es {o1f, and, that convin- 
ceth a man in his own heart, doth atrend x diſcovery; of. the mind 
of the ſame Spirit when delivered by cortices. 
I know ?tisthe Plea of many thai woe: ye 34 ard abroed in their 
minds, and not willing to fubmit unto the. Chritt, noryer 
condeſcend unto ſuch things as the Lord by tis 38:..: *:rough hi pace 
 pleway. adviſe to; to plead for Spiritual Libvrty, tha. thev ought 
not to be enjoyn'd to any thing beyond their freedon: fer rat they are 
in this Goſpel-day to be left tothe Spirit, axd tie UlreRions thereof, 
in themſelves, and ſo would. oppoſe the Spirit to the Spirit, ' and plead 
for diſ unity-u1der the name of Jiberty,endeavouring thereby nor only 
to procure unto themſelves aliberty (under this pretence) to do 
even what they pleaſe, but-alſo to. eſcape the Judgment of Truth in 
OLNELS.... | -, 

*] is true Jt isa very jſt Plea for good men,in a goo! Cauſe to infift 
uppn Chriſtian Liberty, and tobe left ro the Spirits motion, for that 
None Can be bctter left, thep to the Spi- it of God end the-connfel 
thereof in themfſclves, provided they, keep but tot, and be ſo icrtled 
in the Truth that they can do nothing againſt the Truth or for it, as 
the Apoftic ſaid, then they may well be left to their Freedom, bcca: [& 
their. Freedom Rands 11: that whick 1s good; but then, it. under this 
pretence p<9plc run into things tnat,ate ſcandilous, indecent, ditor- 
derly, ard of an i]l report; where are they and their. Freedom rien ? 
* $+ --+ necellary that rhe Lord by his Spirit and Power'in and among 
| 41- 


; CMS 
-his people, ſhall placeſome  Reſtri&tion here, or put. lone Bound” 
viito ſuch Extravagancies,. that fo nothing may be done (or at leaft- 
not conſented to) . in-and among thoſe that profeſs the Name and 
Truth of our God ? *but what as may really tend to the honour there- 
of in being decent, orderly, and of good report, and if ariy fhall a> 
contrary 10 what the Lord by his Spirit allows of among his: people, 
the Teſtimony of Truth thall wicnels againſt them, that they are 
gone fromthe declared ſence of Friends, and from the direCtions and 
fellowſhip of that which they pretend to. | 
It deſeryes our obſervation upon theſe accounts, to conſider how 
plainly'the Scriptures hold ovt, that tho the Lord has been frequently 
pleas*d,by his Mcfſengers & Servants,to dirett people unto that divine 
- Principle of Lightand Truth in the inward parts, that fo they might 
-be Taaghc.and Inftruſted by it; yet neverthelels, he has by his Ser- 
vants given out many Precepts, Rules and DireCtions, to be obſery'd 
and kept by his Children and Peoplegupon ſ-veral accounts, which yet 
did no way detract from the Spirits motion, nor leſlen the eſteem * 
thereof in. the -bearts of thoſe ghat were truely kept-in Unity 
with it- | | FOB IE y 
[ts certain, that the Lord did communicate of his good Spirit unts 
Jſracl of old, in order to inſtruft them in the way'of Righteouſneſs} 
and toenable them to perform the things Commanded, as Nehemials 
witn:l:th, Nch.g 20. Arid allo weread that 2Z:/es, after he had de- 
livar'd nany Preceptrs a1i.d  DireC&tions unto the People of Iſrael, he 
tcil- :tzm, D-at. 30. 11, That the- Commandment whickbe coms 
9:12 ther nay Was 10 Fid from them, neither was it afar-off;; 
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"Moſes ?* Hath he not alſo ſpoken by mw? weread that the anger of the 
Lord was kindlcd againit them, and that Airiam was by ' Gods ap- 
- pointment, ſhut out from the Camp ſeven days, Namb. 12. 1, 2. 

he. 35:: :; | 
Ti Kwak. Dathan, Abiram and others, gathering themſelves to- 
gether againſt the Servants of the Lord, faid unto them, Tow rakg roo 
much upon you, ſeeing all the Congregation are holy,every one of them, and 
the Lord is among them, wherejore then lift you up your ſelves above the 
Congregation of the Lord? Numb. 16. 1, 2, 3. But what was the 
- Hſheof this Work ? its obſervable that the [Lord was highly diſ- 

pleaſed with them,as afterwards was manifeſt by that terrible Judg- 
ment that betcll them. | | 

Howbeit, I would have none to ſuppoſe that I intend by propa- 
ſing theſe things, to give any ſuch preheminence unto any 'ipa ticular 
perſon now among us, as was then peculiar unto Aff. s, for that the 
Lord did makea diſtinCtion himſelf berwixt ofes and the reſt, Numb. 
$2: 6, 7, 8. -But my intent is ſimply and plainly to ſet forth,  f-/t, 
That altho the Servants of the Lord under that Diſpenfation, deli- 
- yered ſeveral Precepts and Directions unto his Children and People ta 
| be obſery'd and kept; yet that did no way contradict their other 
Teſtimony of their being taught and inſtrufted by the Spirit of God : 
And ſecondly, Of how dangerous a conſequence it then was ro op- 
poſe the Servants of the Lord, in the publication of his Will and 
Mind unto the People. | 

And further, altho the Apoſtles, and Servants of Chrift,in their re- 
. ſpeRive Teſtimonies for God and his Truth, did dire& People tothe 
Light within, the Word nigh in the heart, the manifcſtation of the 
Spirit, and unto that Grace which brings Salvation, that ſo they 
might be thereby (through Faith) renew'd unto God, and inftructed 
- in the ways of Godlineſs and Vertne; yetits plain that in divers re- 
ſpects, they gave directions unto the Believers what they ſhould do 
upon ſeveral accounts z as in the caſe of thoſe at Antrwch, Ats i5. 28, 
29. And alſo when Paul and others went through che Cities, they 
delivered them the Decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the 
'Apoſtles and Elders which were at Jeruſalem, Aits 16. 4. Theſame 
Apoſtle in ſeveral of his Epiſtles declares his Judgment, and gives In- 
iruions unto the Believers upon ſeveral accounts : and yet neverthe- 
les they were to be Inftructed by the Spirit.) He writes about the 
Inceſtuous Perſon, i Cor. 5. About Marriage, Chap. 7. About Pro- 
pheſying, 
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pheſying and the order thereof, Chap. 14. He enjoyns Believers not 
to be unequally yoaked together with -Unbelievers, 2 Cor. 6. 14. He 
exhorts the Theſſalonians to ſtand faſt, and hold the traditions which 
they have been taught, whether by Word or Epiſtle, 2 Thefſ. 2. 15. 
Again be ſays, We command you Brethren in the name of our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, that you withdraw your ſelves from every Brother that walket!: dif 
orderly, And not after the tradition, which you received of ws, 2 Theſſ. 
3. 6. He alſo gives ſeveral inſtructions and things in charge unto 
Timothy , concerning Women, how they ſhall adorn themlelyes; 
concerning Biſhops and Deacons, arid their Qualifications ; concern- 
ing Widows, and that a Widow ſhould not be taken into the number 
under threeſcore years old; concerning Younger Widows and Wo- 
men, what they ſhall do, and among(t the reſt, that they give no oc- 
caſion to the Adverſary to ſpeak reproachfully [' Mark that J and 
alſo concerning the Elders that rule well, what henour they ſhall be 
2ccounted worthy of; together with ſeveral other things, as in thoſe 
Epiſtles doth appear. 

I might enlarge upon theſe paſlages and ſeveral others if needfull 
to prove the matter in hand : But | hope that which is ſaid may fatis- 
fie ſich as are not inclinable to contention ; that the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians did not only practice Order and Goverment in the Church, but 
that-ſome did in the Wiſdom and Counſel of God, Appoint and Or- 
dain certain Things, Condemn and Approve certain Practices as 
well as DoCtrines, by the Spirit of God. 

And although the Apoſtle Paul does Enjoyn, Charge, Command, 
Adviſe, Exhortand Inſtru@, as aforeſaid; yetit does not therefore 
follow, that thoſe ſo Enjoyned, Charged,Commanded, Exhorted, 
and liſtrufted, ſhould walk after an Implicit Faith and Blind Obedi- 
erice, for that they were to wait, to know and feel the Truth in them- 
ſelves, rooblige them to the obſervarion of thoſe things fo command- 
ed; nordid the Apoſtle hereby any way encroach upon that Chriitian 
Liberty which the Believers were calPd into, and were exhorted to 
ſtand faſt in, for that as thcy- abode in the Light and Spirit of 
Truth, ard under the Government and Exercitle thereof in theinſelves, 
they would not wantan Evidence of the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſ- 
ſity of obſerving thoſe things which he had fo enjoyn'd. 

Howbeit we have cauſe to believe thar the Apoſtle Pal, as alſoo- 
thers of the Apoſtles and Servants of Chriſt, were not without their 


Exerciſes with ſeveral that might pretend to be Members of the 
F Church 
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Church inthoſe Days, which cauſed him to exiort the Romans to mark - 
them which caus*'d Divilions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine 
which they had Learn'd, and avoid them, Rem, 16. 17. And again 
whez ke' took his leave of the. Elders of the Church at Epheſus, he 
ſays. Alſo of your own. ſelves, ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things to 
draw away Diſciples after them,. Atts 20. 30., He allo complains of 
Hymenew, Philetus and Alexander, 2 Tim. 2. 17, i$. Chap. 4. .i4 AS 
concerning Alexander he had greatly withſtood their words, ver/. 5. 
Likewiſe Jobn takes notice of ſome thing of the ſame tendency, 1 Foh. 
2. 19. And inhis 3d. Epiſtle he particularly mentions Dzerrephes, 
who loved to have the preheminence among them, and that he prated 
againſt them with malicious words. 3 

Thus its very probable that . when any thing was ſpoken or written 
by the Apoſtles, that did not anſwer the high and lofty mindes of thoſe 
pe-ple, that were thus exalted above the Croſsof Chriſt, and loved 
to have the preheminence over that power they ſhould bave been ſub- 
jet unto,they fell on to Oppoſe, Withſtand and Gainſay the Apoſtles 
and Servants of Chriſt, in their Teſtimonies, Exerciles and Services 
for the Lord his Truth and People. . | 

How far theſe our preſcnt Oppoſers are travelling in the footſteps 
of thoſe gainſaying people, I thall forbear at preſent to determine 
e:ly thus much I may.ſay, (and that upon certain grounds, that 1 ap-, 
pretend them to be gone ſo far in that path) that I delire th:ir ſpeedy 
refurn, ſincere and hearty Repentance, and unfteigned ackriowledg- 
ment of their Errors; that ſo they may yet find mercy with tie Lord, 


If it be the good plealure of his will. 


Now to return to the ſaid Author, he ſays That many,or at leaſt ſons 
of the Subſcribers, unto the ſaid Order do judge it evil; and after ſome 
arguments thereupon, bhe tells tboſe, that they hav: brought themſelves mro a 
Dilema, ont of which they cannot extricate themſelves, but by retralting 
their former Errers.. 

Reply, If there be any ſuch perſon as he ſpeakes of, wha through 
their own weakneſs, or the perſwalions of theſe our Oppoſers, have 
been overcome ſo far, as to give out ſome expreſſions to that purpoſe, 
ſuch may now ſee how this Spirit treats them, yea nothing leſs it ſeems 
will ſerve, theu to publiſh in Print.tothe World, that they- have 
brought themſelves into a Dilema. 

But why intoa Dems? ifthoſe perſons he ſpeaks of (if ſuch there 
ve) upon betjer a lvile ard further gonlideration, do now find-that 

| they 


(23) - 

they have done nothing in that Caſe, but what is Right and Juſtifia- 
ble : Yet may we not enquire whether they have given theſe people 
Goſpel order or not, before they have Printed againft them, why 
does not the Author tell ns their names? that ſo we may know whether 
his Charge be true orfalſe; 1f he has Written and Printed againſt 
thofe Sublcribers more then he can prove or make out, *cis probzble 
that fewer arguments may ſerve to manifeſt him brought into a Dile- 
ma, out-of which- he cannotextricate himſelf, bur by retraQting his 
own error therein. : | : | ; 

He ſays, That he hopes they may deny that any Aſſembly of men, tho they 
may call themſelves a Church, have power to make, ordainor conſtiate, auy 
Order or Rule, Ne nova, that can, ſhall, or ought in the* Church'to be con- 
cluding beyond the Convittion or Concurrance of others. Lo 

Reply, He might-very well have ſtopt his Pen here, alittle, and 
firſt have conſide: 'd whetherany ſuch thing had been offerr®d or nor, 
where does he-find-any-new Order or Rule, ordained by Friends that 
is not conſiſtant to Truths Teſtimony, and the evidence thereof in 
the hearts of ſach as dwell in Hnmilitv and true Self-denial ? How 
can any ſupoſe it to be any noval thing, for thoſe who profeſs the pure 
and undefiled Religion of our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to declare and teſtis 
fie againſt ſuch p: aCtiſes and things, as bring Infainy, Contempt and 
Contumely upon. thei: prof-ſlion ?- Ard. when as ſuch Teſtimonies 
and D:clarations are given forth inthe wif.'om and counſel of God; - 
if -thole who-repate themſcIves of that Socicty,think not fit to be con» 
cluded beyond conviation (as they fay) yet lam latisfied that if there 
be any ſuch as are truely humble and low in their mindes among them, 
and have at. ue regard to the honour of. God, the propagation of his 
bleſſed Truth. and comfort of his People, will endeavour tobe fo fir 
concluded as to decline pablick oppoſions, and will rather be incline 
to wait upon God for a diſcovery of the matter, according to the dj- 
rections of the Apoſtle-Paul,. Phd, 3.15.16," But on the contrary, 
where people are turbulent, and even luſt to be contentious and at 
a looſe end, rather then they'l have their own private affeftions, any 
way diſturb?d or moleſted, they will adventure to facrifice Triiths 
reputation unto the Scorn and Cenlureof the World, and run the 


hazard of bringing. a Reproach and Scandal upon the Church of 

Chriſt. | _ | 
Again he ſays, If we muſt believe becauſe others ſay it; and nit he- 
cauſe we ourſelves know it is true, .wnere-4s onr Chriſtian Freedom and L:- 
berty 
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berty which. we ought to have, to chuſe the Good or reſuſe the -Evil, 

Reply, Chriſtian Freedom ſtands in the Chriftian Spirit,” and the _ 
Liberty of Gods people ſtands.there, whoever plead for a Liberty or 
Freedom out of this, and to do ſuch things as the Sp: it of Chriſt a[- 
lows not of, then their Freedom is not Good, nor 13 their Liberty that 
which is allowed by the Spiritual Law, orherwiſe call*d the perfe&t 
Law of Liberty,Fames 1. 25.Now where the Freedom « f people ſtands 
only in Chrift, 'and their Liberty only in his Spirit; then ſuch do not 
believe only becauſe others ſay it, but becaute r}.ey have an evidence 
thereof inthemſclves, and this is the true Chriſtian Freedomand Li- 
berty, which ſtands in the Spirit of Thrift inevery particular, and 
yet holds in an excellent barn:oay and holy- agreeinent with that 
which proceeds from the farhe Spirtt; in others; fo long, as people 
kept to this they are capable of chu:'rg that which is Gooe, and re- 
fuling that which is Evil, but if they go from it and the courſel there- 
of in themſelves, then they have no true diſcerning, and mult either 
be content to be inform?d by tuck 2s abige in the Light, orelle they'l 
put Darkneſs for Lighr aiid Light for Darkneſs and ſo go into Con- 


| fuſion. 


He ſays, That becauſe Church Authority, has heretofore been urged to 
Juſtifie a1 baſe enas a5 any Authority under Heaven, therefore it u juſt to 
enquire from whence that Authority ſprings that would conclude ws, not only 
againſt Conviftion but alſo againſt Knowleage. 

Reply, Although the Authority of a falſe Church has been urged 


to juſtifie i111 ends, yet it does not therefore follow but that the true 


Church may ſtill exerciſe that Authority, which is conſerr'd upon her 
in God's power, for there it is that her Authority ſprings, and in 
that ſhe has power to aCt, and alſoto deal with ſuch as are reckon*d 
to be within the confine: of her Community, not only by way of 
Exhortation, Caution, Admonition and Reproof, but alſo in, Decla- 
Ting and Teſtifying againſt thoſe (reputed of her) who at&t contrary 
to - -"t6 8 and directions of that Spirit wherein their Communion 
ſtands. 

As for concluding againſt Conviction and Knowledge, I ſee no ſuch 
thing attempted by Friends; if people do wilfully and reſolutely ſhut 
up themſelves, and ſtrive againft rhat which otherwiſe would convict 


them and give them atrue knowledg ; who can help them teeing 


the fault is in themſelves. 
We are cxhorted by the Apoſtle Pal, that all things be done de- 


cently 
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cently and in good order, 1 Cor, 14.49, This is a general rule, 4 | 


the particular .cireamfiances of Decency and Order, is left to the 
diſcreticn of Chrittians in every age ; ſo that ir is neceflary that ſome 
ſhould determine in the wiſdom of God, what is decent and orderly, 
and what is not ſo,eſpecially when a Difference or Controvertie wie 
about that very matter, thatthen which is tobe conſidered, is how, 
and by whom this muſt be decided. | 

Firſt, Then I ſay, that the power of: Deciſion in this caſe, only 
reſts in the Power and Spirit of God, as having only the infallible and 
certain Judgement belonging: to it. 


Secondly, Since differences may happen to ariſe betwixt particular 


perſons about the particular circamitances of Decency and Order, 
viz. what is Decent and Orderly, and what is not; it ſeems to methat 
in ſuch caſes of diſagreement, that it is moſt agreable to divine injun- 
tion, for application to be made unto the Church, or Aſſembly of 
Believers, that fo they in the wiſdom and counſel of God . may de- 
cide the matter, only I would not be miſtaken, for Iam nothere, nor 
yet in any other part of this Treatiſe, placing infallibility upon per- 
ſons, nor yet am 1laying any abſolute ſtreſs upon ſuch as ſhall be ſo 
aſſembled, any otherwiſe then as they are ated by the .infallible Spirit, 
and govern'd by thedivine power. Yet inaſmuch as it hath pleaſed 
God, not only in times paſt, butalſo naw in this our Age and Genera- 
tion, to honour the aflembles of his people with his bleſſed preſence 
and atiend them with his counſel, that ſo they may act and decide far 
him according to his holy will in thoſe and the like caſes - Therefore,as 
| It hath been,it ſill is moſt agreeable to Truth,and the praQice of Gods 


people, in-matters of diſagreement upon theſe accounts, to make 


application to the Church or Aſſembly of Believers for a deciſion. 
This then being the caſe of Friends, in giving out their Teſtimony 


about ſecond or latter Marriages; tho the Author be pleaſed: toſzy 


that it was both againſt Reaſon and Truth for them to do what they 
did, yet he was in a miſtake abour it,upon his own terms if he would 
leave them (as he would be left himſelf ) to their Chriftian Freedom, 
unleſs he'l conclude that the Lord has already communicated nnto him 
his whole Will and Counſell; the matter was in difterence among 
fome narticular perſons, ſome held it indecent. and diſorderly to mar- 
ry ſuddenly after the deceafe of former Wife or Husbard, others 
would be left to their own freedom to marry again as foon as they 
pleaſed; this being propounded =; that Meeting, they did _ 
| ing 
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. ding to the Wiſdom they had received of God give their Sence and 
Judgement in the caſe. 

And altho ſome perſons do not apprehend it, or are not ſatisfied 
with it, yet many are, and as for thoſe who are not, I know none 
that intend thereby to impoſe upon them either beyond or againſt 
Conviction, for all their talk. Further, *tis obſervable that what comes 
from God, as directions unto his-people, . to be by them obſerved and 
done, is not Impoſition, nor does he Conclude people beyond know- 
ledge, or Condemn any for what they know not, unleſs they Wil- 
fully, Obſtinately and Reſolutely Oppoſe (and Rebel againſt) that 
divite Light, ' which would give them -a ſence and knowledg of the 
matter, and indeed in that Cafe (as hath been obſerv*d before) for 
any to plead want of knowledge, and-non- conviction, will not excuſe 
them before the Lord. 

Thus, Reader, I have gone through the moſt material things in 
the ſaid Anſwer, eſpec ally where 1 ſaw any matter of ftreſs to lye, 
and Thope,that if thon be ingenious, read impartially,and have an ee . 
tothe Lord and the diſcoveries of his Light in thee, thou mayſt ſee, 
that tho the Miſtakes and Errors inthe ſaid Anſwer are many, yet they 
are in a great meaſure deteCted, and the proceedings of Friends againſt 
the perſons aforeſaid, the Teſtimony or Paper of Judgment paſt 
at York, acainſt them, and other things relating thereunto are vingi- 
cated and cleared, and that: the cauſe of this Separation was on their 
own part, jn going from the Counſel and Direttions of the meck 
and lowly Spirir of Jeſus Chriſt eur Lord, into that which has lead 
them ip Variance, Diſcord, Diſ-nnion and Separation ; ſo that as they 
themſelves have given the occaſion,and laid the ground for theſe our 
Diſfatisfaftions concerning them, I know no reaſon but that they may 
be juftly chargeable with the evil that ſucceeds. 
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A Concluſive EPISTLE. 
, s Ear Friends, Brethren and Siſters, whom the Lord has in mea. 


ſure drawn from under the Bondage of Sin and Corruption, into 
” that Glorious Liberty which ſtands in his own S pirit, and into that 
Freedom wh'ch alone ſtands inihe Truth, over that which would brins the 
foul into Bondage: It behoves you (and every of #s) to watch unto that 
Spsrit which gathers into this holy Liberty and Freedom, that fo we may all 


and 


Srratagems, for they are many; and he knowes that "tis in vain for him to 
attempt the overcoming of many of thoſe who profeſs the Truth and Light 
of the Goſpel, with thoſe common Baits and Temptations, wherewith he catehes 


the World and holds them in a ſervitude unto him. Therefore does he apply. 


himſelf unto ſuch in another way, which ts by transforming himſelf 1 the 
ſimilitude of an Angel of Light, to ſit in the Temple of God as the Apoſtle 


ſaid) and to oppoſe and exalt himſelf above all that is called God. So that 
when the Lord by his Spirit in and among ſt his people, doth give out ſuch De- © 


clarations and Teſtimonies, ſuch wholſom and comfortable, Admonitions, 
IuftruQions, Cautions and Direfions, as probably may interrupt him in his 


Proceedings,and prevent him of obtaining his Enterpriſes: Then doth he ſubtilly - 


aſſume unto himſelf that Liberty and Priviledge, in the hearts of theſe where 


he has prevail'd, which is only peculiar to the Spirit of Chriſt, crying out 
for Liberty and Freedom (which indeed ought always tobe allowed unto a © 


right Spirit, but not unto the wrong) and ſo under this pretence, that upon 
Chriſtian Principles, every one ought to beleft to the manifeftation of the 
Spirit of Chriſt, and the guidance thereof anthem{eclves (which 15 certain-- 


ly the beff Guide anycan have, provided they keep but toit) yet under pre- | 


tence of this Liberty, he would make uſe thereof for an oc iſion to the Fleſh, 


and ſo thereby would advance his own Kingdom, by leading: people into things ' 


that a": E vil, Indecent, Diſorderly and of anill Report. * 


And becauſethe Enemy apprehenas that the Lord by his power, leades his © 


perple into the prattice of ſeveral things, whereby thc dec'it and ſubtilty ef 


che Adwverſary comes to be found out and manifeſted, therefore he would ex- - 


deavonr to bring us into Diſorder and Confuſion, by 6'yirg ow -f Formality, 


foraſmi.ch as he k.ows that the very name of Formaluty1s Nauſeous atuong .. 


many. 


T«ft:fie againſt ſuch prafices and things as are Indecent, Diſoraerly, of an 


ill Report, aud that bring contumely and reproacy upon the Truth , the Enemy - 


hereby apprehending himſelf to be interrupped and diſturbed in his proceedings, 


therefore he crys out of Impoſition, knowing that it 1s a thing hated and + 
aiſlthed by many, -and ſo'by theſe bis Wiles ard ſalſe Pretences,has he endea---- 


vour'd to make Breaches in Sion, and to diſtrub the Peace of Jeruſalem, 


But bleſſed be the Lord, according to his promsfe of old, hehas been, and - 
flill i with his people that truly fear him, -mhoje Hearts and 7Aintas are kept 


*ender and low before him, and he does not only encourage them in the perfor- 
mance of thoſe Exerciſes and Services, which be by his Spirit leads them in- 


p (ay BE 
ſtand faft therein, and may be able to reſiſt the Enemy «n all bis Wiles arid 


And again becauſe the Lord by his Spirit leads bis people to Declare and 


$0 *- 


| no (24 WD 
_ - tothe praltice of, but alſo d:ſcavers 1144 Sudres, falſe Pretences and Tem: 
rations of. the Wick, d One, and enables, them to oppoſe ard.withftard the 
42Me. | 
- Therefore, oh my dear Friends, truſt inthe Lord,and wait diligently upon 
him, that ſ» you may receive Wiſdom, Strength and Ability from him, to 
perform thoſe Sernices and Duties which are owing to him ; for as your Eyes 
ave unto him, and the diſcoverics of his Light and Truth in you, and that 
wait continu ily to be ſubjett thereto, you will feel and witneſs the Lord by his 
| Soirie and Power ſecretly to watk in you, in order tobring you into 4 
divine ard holy fraine of Heart,Scul and Spirit, and to draw you up into a pure 
F.lluwſhip and Union with himſeif in the Life of Righteouſneſs, over the 
I/orks and Power of Darkneſs; ſo that as you abide in that which ts holy and 
pure, you will be qualified for his Service (but not otherwiſe) forir r5ouly 
chat which proceeds from him, that can truly order and diſpoſe people rightly 
to ſerve him. | 

Let that therefore abid: in you which you have beard from the Beginning, 

and dwell in a holy feilowſmp with tt ; this will Knit and Unite you unto him 
tht is heavenly, and make you Members of his Baay, and fit and avcompliſh 
p18 cve;y way, to perfrom your Office and Service therein,according to th- wil 
of God; this will kery every Member humble and low, that it will not aſſume 
nother place in the Rody then 15 allotted it, nor murmur againſt thoſe whom 
the Lord has ſet in a more emment place inthe Body then it ſelf, but kerping 
in th- Life of the Body, will be content with its own ſtation therein and not 
Grudge or Repine its fellow Membersplace. 

But where there is a going from the Life and Unity of the Bodygand a loofing 
the Sence thereof then there 1s a Murmuring,and Repining,and a Quarrelling 
with every thing rhas comes not in its own way nor anſwers its refleſs Fancy, 
forbat inſtead of coming down ts Fuagment 11 14 ſelf, will ſtand up and Judge 
its fellow Members, yea the whole Boay ; aud 1s not willing to [uffer the word 
of Exhortation, but accountthe reprosf's of inſtrutÞon, to be impoſition and 
Oppreſſion ; and tho ſuch will not ſpare to Fudge, Revile ara Stigmatize 6- 
thers with approbrious terms, yet if they themſelves be told of their Faults, 
admontſht and dealt withall according to Truths Order, they become diſſatis- 
fizd and impatient, and cry out as if their, great Charter of Goſpel Liber-. 
ty was broken. | NS 

Therefore beware of giving way unto this Murmuring Repining and Con- 
tention Spirit, which labours to make Rents and Dwriſions in the Church, 
Touch not, Tafte not, nor Hlandle with it,leaſt you be burt or defil'd ther eby; 
but rzep 11 8 holy ſubjeftion unto the Pure, Low, Aleck, FHiumble and Scif- 


denying 
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denying Spirit of Feſtus Chriſt uur Lord, and the exerciſe thereof in your 
. ſelves, wherein true Peace and Satisf ation is only to be found, this is that by 
which you are made. Branches of the heavenly Vine, and Members of that 
+ Body whereof Chrift is the head, and by which every Member comes to be 
| ftly Framed, Tempered and Compatted together with the reſt and fixed m.its 
own place, that ſo there may be no Schiſm im the Body, but that every Meme 

| br fot have the ſame care one of another in the Love of God, and Warn, 
. Aaviſe,, Exhort and Admoniſh one another in the $ pirit of Love and Meer: 
neſs, that every own may bekept and preſerv#/d in that which is Pure and Ho- 
_ by, in the Channel of Love and Life, inthe Orb and Order of the Caleftial 
.. power, and be as fixed Stars in the Fir mament of God, ſhining in the Luſtre 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs, and in the Beauty of Holineſs, to the Praiſe and 
Glory of his great Name, who has called you out of Darkneſs into his marve- 
lows Light, to walk therein, #1 Children of the Day, . not in Strife, and Con- 
. Fention one with another, but in the Unity and Fellowſhip of that eternal Spie 
 rit, by which you are gather'd unto God, andpreſerved alive ybefore him, ſo 
- (hallthe Bleſſogs and Fatherly Viſit ations ff the Almighty God be multipli- 
. ed amongſt yougthrough Feſtus Chriſt our Lord,in whom all fulneſs dwells, and 
in whom all the treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge are bid, wha # the 


_ Head of the Body the Church, the Firſt- Born from the Dead, who ought in + 


all things to have the Preheminence, who ut our Saviour and. Redeemer, our 
Help and Strength, our Comforter and Preſerver in the-many exereiſes of 
onr Day and Teſtimony, into whoſe hand and Keeping, you and I, and every 
of them that believe in his Name, and walk bum ly before him, in a true 
ſubjefiion unto his Spirit and Power, are Committed and Recommended,that 
ſo while we Live in this World, we may Live tothe Praiſe and Glory of God, 
through him, and after our departure hence may be received into that everlaſt- 
Ing Habitation prepared for all thoſe that love himin Sineerity. 


:.G, M. : 


- THE END. 


